
Jan. 19, 1889.] THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH THE
OFFICE NOT LATER THAN THE FIRST POST ON WEDNESDAY.

COMMUNICATIONS respecting editorial matters should be addressed to the Editor,
429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters, non-delivery
of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager, at the Office, 429,
Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editorat the office of the
JOURINAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the Manager, 429,
Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wsish notice to be taken of their communications should
authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to Corre-
spondents or the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THISJOURNAL CANNOT UNDER ANY
CIRCUMSTANCES RE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical Officers
of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other Reports, favour
us with Duplicate Copies.

QUERIES.

DR. R. J. ROULISTON (Newtownstewart) asks: What are the best books for a
busy practitioiner to read for the examination in State Medicine?

INQUIRER asks: What are the emoluments of a medical superinitendent of
hydropathic establishments alone, also as general manager? alid are the
fees from patients retained ?

PRACTICE IN CAPE COLONY.
CAPE COLONY asks for particulars regarding registration at the Cape Colony.

Is registration here necessary before going there; or will registration out
there alone be sufficient ?

PERSISTENT BLUSHING.
YOUNG PRACTITIONER asks for advice in the treatment of the following case:
Patient sutffers from sudden flushes of heat over face, cheeks, etc., blushing,
or rather a prolonged hyperHmia of face and cheeks, lasting for several hours
at a time, especially if iii any way excited. The least exertion causes him to
perspire freely, the beads of sweat standing out on his forehead; this ten-
dency Is increased during damp weather. All the members of his family
suffer more or less in the same manner, girls as well as boys. They are all
of florid complexion. No history of masturbation or sexual excess. Bella-
donna, strychnine, iron, bromide of potassium, Fellows's syrup, etc., have
beeni tried, but to no puirpose. Any suggestion which woulal relieve or cure
the above disagreeable symptoms would be thankfully acted on.

ANSWERS.

J. COGHAN slhould consult his regimental surgeon or any respectable medica
man.

DR. B. (Freiburg).-Applications for appointments as surgeons on board emi-
grant ships to Queensland should be made to the Agent-General. There are,
however, we are informed, no vacancies in the staff of surgeons employed in
the service, nor is there any probability of such occurring.

B. M. might refer to William Adams on Club-Foot, 1873; Barwell on the Cure
of Club-Foot, 1863; Brodhurst on the Nature and Treatment of Club-Foot, 1856;
Sayre's Manual of the Treatment of Club-Foot, 1874; Noble Smith's Surgery of
Deformities, 1882. They are all in the list of Lewis's Medical Librarv, whose
catalogue for 1888 might be consulted with advantage.

TREATMENT OF PARAESTHESIA.
DR. A. DE WATTEVILLE writes: The case in question is probably related to
those of traumatic " causalgia" (=burning pain) described byWeir Mitchell.
In the absence of any tender spots along ulnar or median in the arm (and of
corresponding nerves in the legs), a constant current twice a day from
cervical and lumbar regions (large plate electrode), to hands and feet respect-
ively, will be found the most effectual remedy. The upper and lower
extremities should be placed in warm salt solution, with the other pole in it,
for five to ten minutes in each case. The direction of the current should be
reversed several times during the application. A very simple apparatus only
is requiired for the purpose.

NOTES, LETTERS, ETC.

LAMP ACCIDENTS.
IN relation to pending, legislation, Colonel Majendie, C.E., hlas requested Sir
Frederick Abel and Mr. Boverton Redwood to report to him as to the extent
to which manufacturers of mineral oil lamps have voltuntarily adopted the
suggestions for the construction of such lamps, issued in 1885 by the Metro-
politan Board of Works, on the basis of recommendations made by Sir F.
Abel and Mr. Redwoo(d after their experimental investigation of the causes
of lamp accidents.

ABSOLUTE SIGNS OF DEATH.
CREMATOR, M.D., writes: At the meetinig of the Medical Society of London,

Dr. B. W. Richardson, F.R.S.. read a very important paper on the absolute
sigiis of death. He enumerated ten proofs. As on this most important
subject any ailditional proof may be of service, allow me to suggest the
following: If a liglhted candle or a match be applied close to the skin,
after a very short tinie a blister will be raised. If the body be alive the

blister will contain serum; if dead, the blister will be filled with gas, which,
after a few seconds, will burst with a slight explosion, if the light is kept
close to it.

GLEET.
MR. H. T. BATCHELOR, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., L.S.A. (Queenstown, Cape Colony)
writes: The chronic urethritis which is the cause of gleet may extend by
continuity of tissue to the mucous membrane covering the glans and pre-
puce, and, vice versd, the diseased condition of the glans and prepuce may run
inwards to the urethra. It follows that treatment must be directed both to
the urethritis, posthitis, and balanitis. Two cases, lately under my care,
were cured of the urethral discharge, but relapsed. I then repeated the mix-
ture containing iron and cantharides, and dusted over the glans a powder
containing equal parts of chloride and oxide of zinc, with the result of curing
the disease entirely. The cause of the relapse of the gleet was the extension
backwards into the urethra of the diseased state remaining uncured over the
glans and prepuce.

ALBUMINURIA AND LIFE ASSURANCE.
MR. JOHN J. EYRE, M.K.Q.C.P., D.P.H.Cantab., etc. (Beckenham) writes: In

reference to the leader on " Albuminuria in Life Assurance," in the JOURNAL
of January 5th, the following account of a man I had to examine for life
insurance may be of interest. It is now about nine months since I examined
him. He was then 34 years of age, a general dealer by trade; he took a fair
amount of stimulants, but never in excess. I did not then test his uriiie, as
the insurance company did not require it, nor did I think it necessary. As
the result of my examination, I reported that I considered him in a good
state of health, and that the only unfavourable point was in his family
history, he having told me that two of his brothers, younger than himself,
had died from " inflammation," after exposure to wet and cold. He could
give me no more definite information as to the deaths of his brothers. The
company made further inquiries, whieh showed that the brothers died from
acute Bright's disease.
They then asked me to test for albuminuria. I did so, and found albumen

to the extent of about an eighth in the urine voided early in the morning, as
well as in that in the course of the day. I did not discover any tube casts.
The result was the man was rejected. He was not a patient of mine. I,

however, advised him to see his medical attendant and be treated by him. I
also strongly advised him to abstain from stimulants altogether.

I have not seen him since until Saturday last. The cause of my doing so
then was reading the leader above mentionied. I found him looking in quite
as good health, but not quite so stout as he was nine months ago. In the
meantime he had not seen his doctor; but he had taken my advice and had
almost given up taking stimulants. He said he felt more active and lighter
than he did when I first saw him. The reason of this was, he thought,
having given up stimulants. I examined the urine this morning, with the
result that there was not a trace of albumen either in that voided after rising
in the morning or during the day.
No doubt, considering the man's family history, the insurance company

was quite justified in rejecting him. He presented all Dr. Tyson's nine con-
ditions, with the exception of the ninth, which I did not examine, but
which, from the present condition of the man, may fairly be included. Yet,
by ignoring his family history (the leader writer, to my mind, very wisely
lays great stress on the importance of family history in Bright's disease), this
man might easily have been admitted as an ordinary life.
What the cause of the albuminuria was and how long it had existed I

cannot possibly say, as I have seen him only on two occasions. It at least
has shown me how important it is to examine for albuminuria every candi-
date who may come before me, and also to inquire most carefully into his
family history as to Bright's disease.

SUNSHINE AT UNDERCLIFF (ISLE OF WIGHT) AND KEW IN 1888.
MR. J. B. MARTIN (Ventnor, I. W.) writes: May I request the favour of your
giving insertion, as you have kindly done before, in the JOURNAL to the
enclosed table of clear sunshir:e at the Undercliff, Isle of Wight, and at Kew
for 1888 ?
Monthly summary of clear sunshine, recorded by W. E. Kilburn, Esq., St.

Lawrence, I. W., compared with that at Kew, recorded in the Times:-
Underciliff. Kew.

h.m. h.m.
January 27 57 . ....... 27 3t
February 107 50 ............... .52 30

March 73 2 ............... 52

April 116 3 ............... 96 3io
May 2a5 5. ............... 229 30

June 117 56 ............... 114 30

Julv 104 55. ............... 101

August 170 56 ............... 160 3X0
September 208 24 ............... 124 3"

October 175 40 ............... .130

November ... ... 25 7 ............... 26
December ... ... 640 ............... 32 3

1,448 33 1,147
The foregoing table contains the record only of clear sunshine, and does niot

include days which might otherwise come under the head of sunisy days,
haze, mist, or the passing of a light cloud arresting the power of the record-
ing instrument. With regard to the Undercliff, some allowance must also
be made in consequence of its falling into shade between 6 and 7 o'clock in
the evening during the summer months, depriving the instrument of a con-
siderable amount of sunshine, which would otherwise be recorded ill fine
weather. There is also the same loss from the sun rising in the morninig
behind the high ground of Dunnose.

Undercliff. Kew.
h. nrl. II. ni.

1882 1,709 18 ............... 1,444 37

1883 1,694 2 .............. . 1,476
1884 1,561 8 ............... 1,311 3
1885 ... 1,704 12 ............... 1,476 3
1886 1,679 10 ............... 1,415

1887 ... 1,916 14 ............... 1,579 3,)
18s6 ... ... 1,448 ............... .1,147
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"THE STOMACH BRUSH."
A DENTAL journal puiblishes the following, translated from the German:-
In 1713 there was puiblished a pamphlet entitled, A Complete Account of the
msost Useful Stomach Brush which is uow to be had at the Brushmakers at the Old
Court Saddler's Shop in Broad Street in Colln-on-the-Spree. Many a one may
have wished to be able once in a way to have his stomach thoroughly cleaned
out, and this speculative brsishmaker gave a practicable means to give effect
t,o this wish. In the pamphlet there is a drawing of the stomach brush; it
resembles a pipe cleaner. btut, of course, is larger. The stalk is made of four
wires twisted together, co'ered with thread, silk, or small ribbons; it is 26
inches long. The bruish at the under end is 2 inches long and 1t broad, and
is made of goat's beard hair; buit, when onie has been accustomed to uise it for
three or four weeks, a horsehair brush is substituted, this hair being some-
what stronger, and so the effect is better. The application of this most ex-
cellent brush is very simple. It is pressed through the throat down into the
btomach, which, by drawing up and down of the brush, is cleaned; thereafter
cold water or brandy is to be driink, and the operation is repeated till the
cleaning is perfect. The cure is to be repeated every morning.
The author says " at first you will find it rather troublesome to get the bruish

(lown, but when you put it in your mouth and on your palate, draw in
breath and wind, and press it genitly and gradually downi, and, without any
particular trouible, it will reach the stomach. After eight to fourteen days'
practice, it wvill come as easily to yotu as eating or drinking."
Of coturse, the daily application of the stomach brush is the infallible

remedy or preventive of all diseases that cani be imagined. "Wisoever uses
this cure requires no other mediciine, for it is good against all-cold, hot, anid
poisonous fevers, it gives a good appetite for eating, it is good against asthma,
lhamorrhage, headache, chest complaints, coughs, constumptions, apoplexv,
toosthache, sore eyes, dysentery, quinisy on the tongue, quinsy in the throat,
ulcers, abscesses, cardialgy; it favours digestioni, strengthens tlle heart,
(irives away pimples on the skiil, is against choking in the stomach, etc.,
makes too fat and asthmatical and swollen-nip people thin, and, on the other
hand, makes meagre and thin people fat. This great effect, however, is pro-
duce(i only when the use of the brush is combined with that of an elixir.
This is compounded of aloes, saffron, rhubarbonia, lark-mishlroons, wormseed,
eugian, myrrll, theriac. After the stomachl washing, 40 to 5o drops of the
elixir is to be taken in wine, and this preserves for tweuity-four hours against
all poison and pestilence."

TrE TREATMENT OF O0ESITY.
DR. C. F. HUTCHINSON (Monte Carlo) writes: I can ftlly endorse the re-
marks made by ;Mr. Towers-Smith with regard to the treatmenit of
obesity by the hot water and beef-steak treatment, as I have fre-
quiently practised it nsost successfully during the last three years.
My attenitionl was drawn to the stibject duiringf a holiday visit to
New York some three years ago by a friend wlhom I met, and who had
hiimself undergone the process and receivedl great benefit therefrom. He
was so enthusiastic about it that I was induced to call upon the iniventor of
the process, and judge for myself. I accordingly called upon Dr. Salisbury,
of New York, was most graciously received, and every detail described. He,
like every other enthusiast, thought he could cure everything by it, and
especially phthisis and fibroid tumoturs of the uiteruis. Dr. Salisbury showe(d
me, at my request, several of hiis cases, which no doubt had greatly inproved,
but whether on account of, or in spite of, the treatment I am not in a posi-
tion to say. I muist admit to possessingr far too sceptical a mind to admit
the curability of any orgamnic disease by this process; but, for inorganic
troubles of a dyspeptic and gouty nature, the diet is of tile greatest beniefit;
for obesity, in the otherwise lsealthy, it is a certain cttre. Butchlers' meat ill
America is of a very iniferior quality, beinig very often strinigy and touigh; to
obviate this drawback Dr. Salisbuiry lias iuuvented a small machlinle, somewhat
of the clharacter of a sausage machine, which separates the pulp of tlse meat
from the fibre. The latter is thrown away, and the pulp formed illto small
squares, anid cooked on a gridiroii like the ordiniary chop. In. England, how-
ever, whereour average noeat is so muchl finer in. quality, I have liOt found
this necessary, butt simiiply use the steak freedl as much as possible from fat
and fibre.

Is APOMORPHINE A SAFE EMETIC ?
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. writes: Some few nsonths back, a woman was brouglit to
me in a maniacal state by a policeman, who told me that, having had a " few
words " withl lher husbanld, the patient drank off the contents of a bottle of
liniment. T'he bottle, which he brouglht with him, contained 11 drachms of
lin. camph. co., and as it was said to have been snore than half full, and was
a pint wine bottle, I concliuded she had swallowed at least 5 osunces. Faililg
in my attempts to administer an emetic, and fifteen minutes not liaving
elapsed since the occutrrence, I injected subcutaneously one-fifteentli of a
grain of apomorphine. In a few minutes the woman became quiet and thess
rapidly collapsed, and, despite the injectioni of brandy and ether, the applica-
tion of hot bottles, etc., died twelve miniutes after the injection.

I applied to the coroner for a post mortem, which he refused. Having
some suspicion as to the apomorphine I liadthe solution I used analysed, and
was informed that in all respects it was good. The patient vomited only
2 ounces of the liniment swallowed, and that while I was giving the injection,
an(d I am compelled to think that the deathl was due to tlle apomorphline.
A medical friend toldl me that, wlheTn a student some three years back, he

saw apomorphine injected in a case of poisoning without causing vomiting
anid bringing oni collapse, the patient with difficulty being kept breathing
until she seemed to sleep naturally, and theoi sleeping heavily for some hours;
in that case there was (decomposition of the solution, however.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:
Dr. G. W. Crowe, Worcester; Dr. McIntyre, London; Surgeon-Major W. J.
Fawcett, Ptiinjab ; The Registrar of thie Royal College of Sturgeons in Ire-
land, Dhlbini Dr. C. T. Williamiis, Lon(don; Mr. G. W. Hambletois, Londoin;
Mr. f. if. TonkinF, Clifton; Messrs. Bush and Co., London; Mr. C. Feyer,
Lon(lon; Sir P. Eade, Normwich; Dr. Rentoul, Liverpool; Osir Egyptian
Corres wiident, Cairo; Mr. J. Daland, Philadelphia; Mr. R. N. Day, Har-
low; Mr. C. Rankin, Warwick; Mr. A. Taberner, Wigan; Dr. J. A. Wilson,
Spi ingburn, Glasgow; Dr. E. H. ')ardwicke, Newmarket; Dr. Braxton

Hicks, London; Dr. Swann, Batley; Our Sheffield Correspondent; Mr. D.
Tallerman, London; The Lady Superintendent of the School of Massage an(l
E1lectricity, London; The Editor of the Sheffeld and Rotherham Independent,
Sheffield; Dr. R. Stockman, Edinburgh; The Secretary of the Grosvenor
Club, London; A. M. S.; Dr. Scott, Gibraltar; Dr. E. J. Edwardes, London;
Mr. WV. Sedgwick, London; Dr. A. Duke, Dublin; Messrs. Street Brothers,
London; Mr. W. J. V. Harle, London; Mr. F. Newland Pedley, London;
Prof. W. Stirling, Manchester; Dr. W. B. Geikie, Toronto; Dr. Bronner,
Bradford; Our Manchester Correspondent; Mr. W. Dale, Penzance; Mr. E.
Nundy, London; Mr. C. E. S. Fleming, Freshford; Mr. T. McCubbin,
Govanlhill; J. Ogilvie, M.B., Bolton; The Secretary of the Church of Eng-
land Funeral and Mourning Reform Association, London; Mr. E. T. Cowen,
London; Mr. D. S. Kennedy, Perth; Sir Robert Rawlinson, London; The
Woodhouse and Rawson Electric Supply Company, London; Mr. J. Donnet,
Bognor; Mr. R. S. Charsley, London; The Secretary oj the British Hospital
for Sick Children and Women, Bristol; Mr. A. T. Nisbet, Newton Abbot;
Mr. IV. Jones, Liverpool; The Aria Patent Lamp Company, London ; Sur-
geoni J. R. Stuart, M.B., Colchlester; Dr. J. M. Ackland, Exeter; Dr. C.
Godson, London; MIr. C. B. Harris, Sittingbourne; Mr. C. B. Keetley,
London; The Secretary of the Gresham College, London; Messrs. J. and A.
Churcisill, Londoni; Mr. H. C. Nance, Norwich; Mr. A. D. H. Leadman,
Boroughbridge; Dr. T. Tinley, Whitby; Mr. C. Hancock, London; Mr.
Adams Frost, London; Mr. T. B. Browne, London; Mr. WV. Soper, London;
Mr. W. F. H. Hilder, Uttoxeter; Mrs. M. A. Fardell, Bawtry; Dr. Nelson,
Boston, U.S.A.; Mr. F. W. Pilkington, Littlemore; Lieut.-Gen. E. F.
Bourchier, Briglhton; Mr. F. A. Southam, Manchester; D. C. Trott, M.B.,
Chicago, Illinois; Mr. W. W. Jones, London; The Secretary of the Devon-
shire Hospital, Buxton; Mr. T. 0. Sandell, London; Mr. G. F. Blaker,
London; Mr. WV. R. Ediuiond. Chew Magna; Dr. J. Anderson, London;
Mr. C. D. Palmer, Buxton; Prof. M. Tidy, London; Dr. Tatham, Salford;
J. R.; Mr. G. WVillett, Bristol; Mr. S. Snell, Sheffield; Mr. Mackern, Long
Eaton; Mr. V. Ardagh, Northam; Mr. H. W. Griffiths, Newport; Dr. P.
Boobyer, Nottingham; J. T. Bays, M.B., Londoin; Dr. J. W. Moore,
Dublin; Dr. Leet, Liverpool; Mr. A. P. Foot, Cork; Dr. Farquharson,
M.P., London; Mr. S. Murphy, London; Mr. Blackett, London; Dr. G.
Henty, London; Mr. W. H. Brenton, Plymouith; Mr. R. Arnold, London;
Dr. F. C. Turner, London; Mr. E. Wlhite Wallis, Lonidon: Mr. R. W. Barron,
Hoylake; Dr. C. Louis Parkes, London; Dr. C. Warden, Birmingham; Mr. T.
A. Kennard, Highworth; Mr. W. E. S. K. Finny, Barming Heath; Mr. J.
Rigby, Preston; Dr. Ratton, London; Mr. J. Odling, London; Dr. J. A.
Byers, Belfast, etc.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.

Mlemoirs anii( Memoranda in Anatomy. Vol. I. By J. Cleland, M.D., LL.D.,
F.R.S.; Johln Y. Mackay, M.D., C.M.; and It. Bruce Youing, M.A., M.B.
London and Edinburgh: Williams and Norgate.

Guy's Hospital Reports. Edited by N. Davies-Colley anid W. Hale Wlhite. Vol.
XLV, beinig Vol. XXX of the Third Series. Londonl: J. and A. Chiurchill.

The St. MIoritz Post, Davos and Maloja News. Edited by F. de Beauchamp
Strickland. Special Christmas Number, 1888.

Transactions of the Sanitary Instituite of Great Britain. Volume IX. Congress
of Bolton, 1887-8. London: Office of the Sanitary Institute.

Life Register. Lonidon: West, Newman, and Co. 1888.
Plumbing. A Textbook to the Practice of the Art or Craft of the Plumber. By

William Paton Buchan, R.P. London: Crosby Lockwood and Sons.
1889.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
"BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL."

Seven lines and under ... ... ... ... £0 3 6
Each a(lditional line ... ... 0 0 4
A whiole column ... ... ... . .. 1 15 0
A page ... ... ... ... ... 5 0 0

An average line contaiis seven words.
Wlhen a series of insertions of the same advertisement is ordered, a discount is

made on the above scale in the following proportions, beyonld Mwhiich no reduction
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of ... ... 10 per cent.
12or 13,, ,, *... .*.. 20 ,,

,,26; , , ........... ... ...2.n ,
,,52 ,, ,, ............ . .. . .. 30,

Special terms for occasional change of copy during series:
20 per cent. if Inot less thail 26 pages be taken or their equiivalent
23 ,, 52 ,, ihalf or
30 ,, 104 ,, quiarter pages.

For these terms tAe veries must, in each case, be completed wcith in tzwelve ?nonthsfrom
thLe date of first insertion.
Advertisements slhould be dlelivered, a(ldressed to the Manager at the Office.

not later thas niooni on the Wedntesday precedling publication; aind, if not paid
for at the tihne, shlould be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British iMedical Associationi
at the West Central Post-Office, High liolbornl. Small amiiosmiits may be paid in
postage-stamps.
NOTICE.-Advartiscrs are requested to observe that it is contrary to the

Postal Regulations to receive at Post-Offices letter ad(dressed to initials only.


